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A new stage in her life.

Pa. actress/musician
turns Paris tour guide

By Wendy Rosenfield
FOR THE INQUIRER
ARIS — There’s no such
thing as a casual stroll {
through the streets of :
Paris with former Philly girl !
Karen Reb Rudel. {
Rudel, 45, is the proprietor
of Sight Seeker's Delight, a y LS
company offering walking
tours of Paris with a theatrical
flair. She passes a brick build-
ing in her old neighborhood,
Butte-aux-Cailles, renowned for
its examples of art nouveau de-
sign, and explains that it holds
three swimming pools fed by a
thermal spring. A fountain across
the street in Place Paul Verlaine,
with graceful, arced silver spigots,

is fed by the same spring and, she B
Karen Reb Rudel’s Sight Seeker's says, the water that runs beneath .
Delight offers tours of Paris witha  this part of the city is said to hold
theatrical flair. cLame THoMAS See PARIS on C8
MOVIE | C5 THEATER | C5
“Heaven is for Real,”  “Three Days of Rain”
a touching tale of unevenly probes
the faith of a child. two generations.
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tropical,
Women's

at Macy's,

com.
Graphic print, Echo

Design, $58, at
www.echodesign.com.

Scarves

Continued from C1
one's wardrobe.”

Some fashion experts credit this
spring’s scarf renaissance to our emerg-
ing global style. As those countries that
require women to cover up become
dream destinations and fashion epicen-
ters — think Dubai — what's modest be-
comes marvelous.

In addition, the one-size-fits-all accesso-
ry is an easy (and somewhat affordable)
way to introduce the dizzying prints-on-
prints trend to our wardrobes. Go ahead
and buy that pink tiny peony-print scarf
with the chic turquoise cheetah-pattern

border.

MIRROR, Not only are
scarves key layer-

MIRROR ing pieces, they
ELIZABETH :l;e a blgd part of
e androgyny

WELLINGTON  trend on runways
and in Hollywood.

For every time Solange Knowles or Kim
Kardashian is photographed casually
wrapped in a cozy infinity, you can find a
pic of Kanye West, Justin Timberlake, or
Pharrell Williams scarfed up as well. (See
Williams' performance last weekend at
Coachella.)

Speaking of Coachella, the explosion of
music festivals is behind the season’s
scarf craze, too. Whether tied around
arms or waists or used as picnic blan-
kets, scarves are right up there with cut-
off shorts and tasseled halter tops when
it comes to the warm-weather looks of
millennial-type hippies.

“They are a versatile and practical item
in addition to just being pretty,” said
Karen Giberson, executive director of the
New York-based Accessories Council,
which last week featured three scarves in
its Mother’'s Day event. “Fashionably
speaking, you get a little bit of a lot of
stuff with them.”

No wonder there are so many YouTube
tutorials on how to tie them.

Customers love them, and so do their
makers. Scarves offer young designers
who are trying to find their niche in the
industry an opportunity to experiment
with new methods.

Christa Halby, the Connecticut-based de-
signer of Christa Louise, makes scarves
using a technique called fabric-felting. Us-
ing soap and water, she blends wool into
silk to create her colorful swaths.

And Lele Tran, who owns Old City co-
op US*U.S,, added a zipper to her signa-
ture colorblocked kerchief to make the

Lightweight

Studio, $38,

Www.macys.

Printed stripe, Vince
Camuto, $38, at Macy's.

Mixed prints,
Elizabeth
Gillett, $34, at
www.elizabeth
gillett.com.

Lele Zipper Scarf. Wearable in more than
a half dozen ways, including as a classic
neck warmer, a halter top, and a skirt, it
has become quite the item among the
city’s high-style devotees.

“The fashion industry is very competi-
tive and making clothing in different siz-
ing that fits everyone is a real challenge,”
explained Tran, who has been a Philadel-
phia-based designer for nearly two de-
cades. She is hoping her patent-pending
one-size-fits-all silk scarf will become the
item for which she is known.

Other brands like L.L. Bean and Scarf
Addict are infusing scarves with technolo-
gy to protect people from ultraviolet rays.

Malawi print, Echo
Design, $34, at
www.echodasign.com.

Sunset pink,
Elizabeth
Gillett, $34.

Portland, Ore.-based designer Summer
Kramer is celebrating the one-year anni-
versary of her SummerSkin clothing line
that inclides maxi dresses, pants, tops,
and, yes, scarves fashioned from bold-
hued banboo and spandex blends.

“It's such a massive trend for the sea-
son,” said Kramer; 33, a melanoma survi-
vor. “It's a natural fit for what we do, and
it's the easiest way to spice up your outfit.”

Scarves have a long fashion history of .

tying things together, said Clare Sauro,
director of the Robert and Penny Fox
Historic Costume Collection at Drexel

MIRROR, MIRROR

The sleek scarf

goes on and on,

stylish for all
seasons

11 during this awfully cold
winter, I took comfort in
infinity scarves. And al-
though the winds are warming, I
want to hold on
to my stylish se-
curity blanket.
Judging from the
explosion of light-
weight wraps on
this spring’s fashion
scene — bandeau
and shawl, solid and
print, tasseled and zip-
pered — I'm not alone.
“You just wrap your-
self in them over and
over and over again,” said Ken Down-
ing, Neiman Marcus’ famed fashion di-
rector, as he exited a Drexel University
lunch in his honor Friday afternoon.
“And they look great with a moto jack-
et ... It just adds a dose of cool to every-
See MIRROR, MIRROR on C2

Scarf by Christa Louise, $108,
at www.christalouise.com.
MICHAEL 5. WIRTZ / Staff F::o'.ou;acher
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Beach wrap, Amet
& Ladoue, $94, at
Putting on the Ritz.

Yarnz: “Pretty
Wealthy,”
$136, Putting
on the Ritz.

Staff photographs by

Michael S. Wirtz
5
University. They, with tunics and skirts])
were the original building blocks of ward<
robes in ancient civilizations like Greece
and Rome. In warm climates, they were
natural sun protectors.

As our culture became more Western-fo-
cused, scarves were predominantly
thought of as cold-weather items, whether!
shawls, French capes or pelerines, or part-
lets, Elizabethan-era shoulder coverings.

People will continue to keep scarves in
their wardrobe because, Sauro said, they
are both “fashionable and functional and
they complete any outfit. .

“They are among the most timeless of
silhouettes.”
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(SPF 50+),
$49, at
wWww.your

com.

Missoni, $194, at Putting on
the Ritz, 470 E. Germantown
Ave., Lafayette Hill.

SummerSkin

summerskin. [

Lele Tran zipper
scarf/skirt, $145,
at www.leletran

collection.com.
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Geo Sun, Dom Streater, $88,
at www.shopdomstreater.com.

Fish scale, Echo Design, $38,
at www.echodesign.com.



